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THE NUESTION OF RELIGION AMD YOUTH (1-39.3717

AGAINST SUPERSTITIONS AYD PREJUDICES, —- We Re'oly to Readers’ "uestions,
(Komsomolskaya prevda, dpril 25, p,.3. 1900 words. Condensed text:) Dear
Editors: When an elderly man believes in God and performs religious rites,
that is understandable: he received his education before the revolution;
‘here we have survivals of tho past end mere force of ha'hit We als0 seo
young people studying in etclesiastical seminaries and oxplain this by
--thelr excoptional backwnrdncss. But we have occasion to meet individual boys
- and ‘girls who have grovm up end been oducated just like all our young people,
. .but who have religious projudices ond boliove in some sort of. Mgpirith,
‘believe in “fate," Whore do thoy got those:boliofs.
~ Wo consider thet to boliovo in God is to doudbt scionco, to doubt ono's
own powers. Can our young poople roally have any such doubts? And it ie
strange to hoar some people's assurences that religion docs not hinder
corrunism, In our opinion this is politicel shortsightedness. Is our .
ronsoning corrcet? -— Mikhnil .and Alexonder Merkov, Kiev,

R RN

L Your roasoning’ 15 quito corroc‘t, Gonrndcs. , ‘ C

" .+ Roligion carmot help hindering the building of comun:lsn, for it
ropresents an antiscientit‘ic, reactionary idcology., Religion gives a- fan-

. tastic, felso and norvcrtod idee of naturc snd socicty; its vicws on our
envirornmont contredict the true stntc of, affairs, the indisputable facts of
‘scicnee and the vital cxporicnce of human prectico, Rolipion vrevonts man P
from undcretmding theo 1Aws of tho dovolopmont of nature and socliety, cdu~"
catos him in o spirit of huriility snd subnissivoncss, inspircs him with 4
blind faith in divine providcnee, Roligion thorcby distracts man from revow" e
lutionarv chanp‘o R 1nstills in the massos the idon . of theo .inpossibﬁity of
changing an order of life slleged to havo boon sstebIished by CGod, ...

Why, then, ask sone rcederng.Q.ohurcﬁos oxist in our country, why is
not roligicus preaching prokitited? This very cucstion is raised by Young
w~——Communist-benguc Momber A, Lavrischcheova (Korch),
~  For the very roasen the.t neither closing down the churchos nor prohibit-
ing the performance of church ceronohics arc offective monsures for combat- .
ing religion: ﬁor arc-thoy recopnized’ by the Corpmunist Party =nd Soviet
Stnto. The attitudo of Marxism-Loninisn townrd such noans of conbating rcli-
gion wos’ slwnq,rs sha_rplv negative. ' A , .

//

 The U.S.8.R. is a gemuinoly democratic stote. Tho Sovict Gonatitution
guerantces nll citizens freedonm of conscience and recognizes both their free-
don to porforn religious coremonics ond freoden of sntireligious nropo,granc?a.
The Comrmnist Perty is interestod in:ell tho working peoplo, regerdloss of '~ - -
thoir attituda towarci religion, uniting their efforts in labor and ‘the strugglc
for the common aim-—the ‘happincss and prosmerity of the homcland, the maine .
“tenonce of world peace and the deliveranco of mankind fron the threat of tho
new war which is boing st.rcnuously instigated by the imperialists, a
© . 11 this, however, rust not bo taken to mesn thet we non-belicvers arc
1paf fforent to the oxistonco of religious survivels, thrt our Party is noutral
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toward religion, "The Party cannot be ncutral in reletion to relipion,™
Conrade Stalin hes cxnlained, "and it carrics on antirecligious propaganda
epeinst all and any religious prejudice beceuso it stends for science,

while religious nrejudice goes ngainst scloncc, for any roliglon is diamotri-
celly opposed to scicnee,” . S o .

The Party, ss has boon pointed out tine and again by Lenin and Stalin,
combets religion by the only correct, ideologicsl neans--educationel work,
conviction, clucidation, wide-seale provaganda of politiepl an? sciontific Ynow-
ledge. This work rust be ‘carried on without offending the feelings cof thoso
who belicve; the reactionary and antiscientific cssenco of religious idcas -
rust be natiently and convineingly explained to them. k
‘ Scviet youth, roared by the Cormumnist Perty in the spirit of the Merxist-
Loninist werld viow, 1s advanced, cultured and cducetoed: 1t is rroving ~n?
finding fresh forces, it is cormlately froe from any superstiticns =nd Yo~
Judices whatsoever, Byt individunl. . young peonlo are still- to be cneountered
who go to ehurch, go through the narringe corencny, trustingly listen to the

"predictions! of ‘fortune tellers, ~nd helicve in dresms and vardous augurics.

Where do they got thesc belicf's?  ask Mikhail and Aloxender Merkov in =
surorisc, Our boys and girls de not live, thedr lives isolated fron socioty,
do thoy? And inasrmch:as socioty is not yot finally purged of survivals,
traditions and custons of the past which have lived on in the minds of PCO-
ple these vinble, tensciocus survivels ero dn individunl ecascs assiniletcd
by young pcople &s well, This takes place 23 a reosult of incorrect oduca~
tion and under the influcnee of backwerd attitudes, '

. Instancos of this kind eannot he tolerated, They should give rise to.
concern in the young people and the Y.C.L. orgenizetion in whosc midst thoy
oceeur, .. . : ‘ : . c I

- Assisting the Prrty in the corrunist cducetion of young penple, the
Young Corrmnist Loague is oxpectod to fight to overccmo survivals of the
Jpast in the ninds of the veung, inelvding roligious survivels, This work .
st not boe ecarried out rs & cerpairm, but dey in and dsy out, purposefilly
and persistently. Popular scicneo loctures and reperts on the structurc of .
the universe, cn the crigin of 1lifc on earth, on the origin'of ran and other
thonesxsbould_be given for young people, the achieverents of Soviet science
ant tecknelogy should he widely publicized, roetings errenged with scientists
end speciclists, populor seienco literaturc dissenineted, Boys and girls
shopld be told of the harrfulness of relipious projudices; n sciontific,
naterdallst outlook shoulcd be fostered in then,

. Vhoro mess cultural, ofucational work is confuected hap-hazardly, the
influence of pricsts not infrejuently increnses, Senctires one hears a
Y C L., officinl cormlaining that certein young poople in his village go to
“church, It neyer occurs to hin that the villsro club is working badly or
1s shut down and that no one is propexrly concerned about the young people's
leisure time or shout setisfying thoir nceds. And in such eases onc should
not be surprised, but cnergetieally orgonize education work end develop
. extensive nilitant athoist propagandsa, L :

Can a Y,0.L; merber believe in God or cven, at the insistonce of rcla~
tives and fricnds, take part in the norfermence of religious torcmonies,
such as weddings and christenings? Reedors N, Khodyrova (Stalingrad Province),

" Approved For Releasé 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP78:03362A001600090009-4 - o



Approved For Releas&}OOHO?lZS : CIA-RDP78-03362A0016QQp90009-4

3=

E, Ostroushenke (Liepava) end others ask this, Is this not a viclation of
the Young Corrwnist Lespue hylows? Most certninly it is.

There aro nconle whe reason thus: Wo heve froodon of conscience; it
is the personal affair of each person whether he helicves or does not be-
licve in Godj thercfore the Y,C.L. merbor also ern decide this cuestion for
hinself aceording to his cwn judgront. Such resmoning is profoundly nis--
token, For the Y,C.L, rerber, just.ms for the Corrimist, attitude 15 réli«
gion, éan dn no way be n "nersonsl natter," since relipious concentions ere
foreipn t¢ ~ur corrunist outlook,

The guestion of the attitude of the ¥.C.L. member to religion rmst ho
decided with full strictness and nrineciplo. Tho Y C.L. bylaws oblige o
¥.C.L, morher to struggle against the romnants of roligious prejudices.
Belief in God and porticination in church cereronieg sre incormatible with
menhership in the Y C.L, There con he no corpromiscs here, The ¥,C,L, rom-
ber is an advenced, culturcd person, frce from prejudices snd supcrstitions,
rnd his task 1s to wage an irreconcileble strugple sgainst survivels of the
past and for Bolshevist cducation of viscrous and high-spiritcd young
bullders of corrunisn, o e S

(From the Current Digest of the Soviet Press, Vol. IIT, No, 16, June 2, 1951.;
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